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S U B J E C T   T O   C O N F I R M A T I O N

ST KEVERNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 7th May 2026 in the United Methodist Church, St Keverne at 7.40pm.

The following Councillors were present:

	Cllr N Hobbs (Chairman)
	Cllr R Richards

	Cllr Mrs S Lyne 
	Cllr Ms A Strickland

	Cllr A Richards
	Cllr Mrs J Ludbrook

	Cllr Mrs K Dewar
	Cllr J Brocklebank

	Cllr D Lambrick
	Cllr Mrs H Martin

	Cllr B Sherriff
	


Also present: - C Cllr Rory Gow and  1 member of the public.

1. To accept apologies for absence
There were no apologies.
2. To receive the Chairman’s report
St Keverne Parish Council – Chairman’s Annual Report, May 2026

Members of the public, Councillors, it is my pleasure to provide this Chairman’s report to you in my 5th year as member of St Keverne Parish Council, and at the end of my 1st year as Chair. I’ve never been accused of being short of having something to say, so please bear with me.

The last year has in many ways been a challenging one for the Parish. We have faced a difficult economic environment which has presented severe financial challenges for many local families, businesses and community organisations. 

The Parish has continued to face the problem of availability of affordable housing for local families - an issue which has a particularly large impact on young families looking to build their lives here.

Finally, a very soggy winter reached its crescendo with storm Goretti on the 9th January, which saw significant disruption and damage that will take a long time to rectify.

Despite these challenges, as I reflect on the last year I can’t help but see a community that is still in many ways thriving. Our Parish thankfully still contains schools, shops, pubs, restaurants, village halls, post office services, bus services, garages and petrol stations, places of worship, public toilets, and playgrounds – all vital social infrastructure that has sadly disappeared from many other Parishes in Cornwall.

In addition, and even more importantly, our Parish continues to enjoy a rich mix of active community organisations. From Coverack Gig Club to the Forget-Me-Not Café, from St Keverne Ju-Jit-Su to the Table Tennis Club, St Keverne Band, Coverack Space 2000, St Keverne Football Club, Coverack Regatta, Porthallow Village Association, Coverack and St Keverne Christmas Lights, local RNLI and Cancer Research fundraising groups, local swimming groups, and many more…

These are but a few examples of the ways members of this Parish give their time, energy and expertise to bring the community together, and support and engage others. The contribution of these groups is what makes a thriving community, and what makes living here such a pleasure 

As such I’d like to thank and commend all the individuals involved in such community groups across the Parish.

Two such groups deserve a special mention this year. Firstly, the Lambeage Hall committee who, in the face of significant challenges and set-backs, have completed an exceptional refurbishment and extension of the Lambeage Hall in Coverack, making it more functional and accessible for all – so, congratulations to the Lambeage Hall committee, on a fantastic job well done.

Secondly, a mention for the volunteers behind Coverack Community Shop, who put a huge amount of effort to bring the only grocery shop in Coverack back to life and continue to volunteer their time to run the shop and make it viable – congratulations on saving and maintaining what is for many in the village an essential provision.

The effort of these two groups are a fine example of the community spirit that binds this Parish together.

As well as these community groups, it is also useful to reflect on what this Parish Council has achieved over the last twelve months. Whilst frustrations may exist within our community regarding our effectiveness, I am pleased to report that over the last year we have:

· Supported the maintenance of or directly maintained 32 miles of footpaths across the Parish

· Maintained provision of public toilets across the Parish

· Maintained strong fiscal discipline despite rising costs and demands for services and support 

· Supported several Parish children to attend a charity trip to Cambodia

· Been a key part of a partnership that has developed and submitted a planning application for 28 local needs affordable houses in St Keverne, potentially going along way to addressing this issue

· In addition we have turned up every month, listened to Parishioners concerns and addressed them whenever possible,  we have liaised with Cornwall Council, other governmental agencies, utilities  providers, police and fire services etc to represent the needs of the Parish, we have reviewed numerous planning applications and delivered fair and considered opinion on them, and we have  addressed hundreds of other issues small and large

These are no small achievements for a group of people also tending to jobs and families and many other responsibilities. These efforts are a testament to the vigorous but good-natured debate we bring to the issues put before us, and the genuine dedication to the Parish that I see in each of you.

Of course, none of this would be possible without the support of our clerk, Grace. Thank you Grace for all of your efforts in keeping the whole show on the road over the last year– you are essential to this Parish Council and a true asset to the community.

Looking forward, this coming year will no doubt continue to present further challenges to us. However, I am confident in this community’s ability to meet those challenges, and I look forward to being a member of this Parish Council and working with all of you in the year ahead.

Thank you

3. Election of Chairman
It was RESOLVED that Cllr Nathaniel Hobbs remains Chairman for the ensuing year.
4. Election of  Vice-chairman
It was RESOLVED that Cllr David Lambrick remains Vice-chairman for the ensuing year.
5. Election of Members to the following Committees (en bloc if no change):
It was RESOLVED to elect the following a)-m) en bloc, with the exception of Cllr Mrs Martin replacing Cllr Brocklebank on Sandy’s Hosken and United Charities.
a) St Keverne Footpaths

Cllrs Mrs J Ludbrook, B Sherriff and Mrs K Dewar

b) Coverack Footpaths

All Coverack Ward Members

c) Porthallow Footpaths

Cllrs A Richards and R Richards

d) Porthoustock Footpaths 

Cllrs R Richards and A Richards

e) Traboe Footpaths

Cllrs Mrs S Lyne and B Sherriff

f) Churchyards

Cllrs D Lambrick, Ms A Strickland and Mrs S Lyne

g) Sandy’s Hoskin Charity

Cllrs Mrs H Martin, R Richards, B Sherriff, Mrs S Lyne and Mrs J Ludbrook and Cllr Mrs Dewar.
h) St Keverne Parish Hall

The Chairman of the Day
i) Lambeage Hall

Councillor J Brocklebank

j) United Charities

Cllr Mrs H Martin, R Richards, B Sherriff, Mrs S Lyne, Mrs J Ludbrook and Cllr Mrs K Dewar.

k) Coverack Space 2000

Cllr N Hobbs

l)     Porthoustock Hall

Cllr D Lambrick

m) St Keverne Playing Field

Cllrs Mrs S Lyne and D Lambrick

6. Members to declare disclosable pecuniary and prejudicial interests (including details thereof) in respect of any item on this agenda and any dispensations thereon previously granted or requested now
Cllr D Lambrick – item 16a) neighbour

Cllr A Richards – item 16d) neighbour
7. To receive Cornwall Council report
The Cornwall Council glyphosate spraying issue was on hold, with apologies for short notice for consultation. Rosevear Hill potholes – as this was in Cllr Nicola Boase’s patch he did not want to encroach too much until the Clerk asked him to support it. Transport portfolio holder Cllr Dan Rogerson was now aware of the situation. It was now possible to attempt to learn Cornish via a podcast provided by the BBC. This year’s Community Chest is now open.
8. Public Question Time
Complaints were received about overgrown pavements on entrance to Doctor’s Hill. Hedges had been planted outside of their boundary fence and were causing a visibility issue up and down the road. It would be reported to Highways and Cornwall Cllr Rory Gow would chase it up.
9. To confirm the minutes of the previous (April) meeting
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous meeting are signed as a true and accurate record.
10. To adopt the Financial Regulations (emailed)
It was RESOLVED to adopt the Financial Regulations.
11. To consider the Risk Assessment (emailed)
This was not adopted as a more up to date, fit for purpose document was required.
12. To adopt the Standing Orders (emailed)
It was RESOLVED to adopt the Standing Orders.
13. To consider the dates for the Council meetings (emailed)
The dates of meetings for 2026/27 were agreed.
14. To resolve to re-join CALC @ £944.58
It was RESOLVED to re-join CACL @ £944.58.
15. To confirm the appointment of Briants Accountants as internal auditor for 2025/26
It was RESOLVED to appoint Briants Accountants as internal auditors for 2025/26.
16. To receive the following planning applications

a) PA26/02442 Proposed Detached Garage and Carport, Cres Vean, Trenance, St Keverne, Mr P. Headland & Prof. N. Whyte
Cllr Lambrick left the meeting during discussion of this item.

It was RESOLVED to support the application.

Cllr Lambrick re-entered the meeting.
b) PA26/02341 Proposed demolition of existing outbuilding and garden retaining walls. Proposed construction of a garage including ancillary workshop, Tarragon, Laddenvean, St Keverne, Mr and Mrs Griffiths
It was RESOLVED to support the application.
c) PA26/02649 Conversion of existing stables to residential annexe with associated landscaping and biodiversity enhancements, and external alterations to garage comprising of re-roofing and removal of roof lights with variation of condition 2 of decision notice PA25/07329 28.11.2025.Porth Arvor Trewillis Coverack, Mr Guy Wengraf
It was RESOLVED, with 1 abstention, to support the application.
d) PA26/02773 Non-material amendment to decision notice PA24/05520 dated 01.10.2024 to amend the application description to include 'Self-build'. Retallack, Rosenithon, St Keverne, Mr & Mrs R Retallack
It was RESOLVED, with 1 abstention, to support the application.
17. To receive planning decisions
10/04/2026 PA25/07601 APPROVED

Applicant:- Jeremy Fryer

Location:- Land Adj To Homelea Polcoverack Lane Coverack Helston Cornwall TR12 6TD

Proposal Use of redundant land North East of Homelea for the erection of a self-build home with associated works with variation of conditions 2 and 4 of decision notice PA23/01703 dated 24.5.2024 for amendment to approved layout and relocation of the principal entrance and changes to the parking layout

15/04/2026 PA26/01013 APPROVED

Applicant:- Mr N Sanders

Location:- Bay Hotel North Corner Coverack Helston Cornwall TR12 6TF

Proposal Proposed retention of two No. existing static caravans for continued use for staff

accommodation and retention of further static caravan. Change of use to self-catering guest

accommodation [caravan formerly used for staff accommodation].

18. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on this agenda
The Chairman was going to produce a poster about vandalism to Council property but could not get to terms with it without being confrontational. It was suggested that how much gets spent on having the blocked drains cleared is publicised. One member observed that people living nearby do not use the toilets themselves so would not care. It should be reported to Police every time it happens. Another member suggested blocking the cupboard door from the inside if can get into the back door outside. This would be put on the next agenda.
19. To consider provision of disabled parking in Coverack
Having met with the Chairman and Cllr Brocklebank on site, Cllr Mrs Martin had produced a report on where the best situations were to install disabled spaces. It was agreed to ask for quotes for the space markings and railing – see below.
20. Correspondence
a) Lack of continuous handrail bottom NC car park to road – highways say not theirs
A complaint had been received that the hand rail from NC bottom car park down to the road is not continuous. Highways had stated it is not theirs. It was agreed to get quotes for railing replacement and extension.

b) To note that Council now has a vacancy in St Keverne ward
Cornwall Council electoral registration would be advised.

c) Update on Lambeage Hall
It does have enough funding to finish off the Battery as it had received a significantly large donation. The Committee expressed disappointment at no Cllrs being present at the recent re-opening event. They also requested re-instating funding of the Battery grass cutting. This would be put on the next agenda.
21. To receive the financial statement
Current a/c £1000.42, Deposit a/c £74224.09, total £75,224.51
22. The cheques to be signed by Councillor Mrs S Lyne

23. To approve the following outstanding accounts:
It was RESOLVED that the following outstanding accounts are paid:
a) Clerk’s pay (net of pension)






687.26

b) Clerk’s expenses (Apr)







  12.24

c) Cornwall Pension Fund (May)






308.76

d) Cornwall Pension Fund (Apr shortfall)





    1.22

e) United Methodist Church (Hire 7/5)





  20.00

f) S&B Facilities Management (toilets cleaning)



          1710.00

g) St Keverne Playing Field Committee (1st 50% precept)


          1250.00

h) St Keverne & Coverack Churchyards Committee (1st 50% precept)
          1100.00

i) Complete Business Solutions (cleaning + £132 Summer Diary)

491.93
j) Business Waste (Bin collections 19/5 & 2/6)




  59.90

k) CALC (membership)







944.58

l) Flowbird ticket machine







  12.60

m) Flowbird ticket machine (175 transactions)




  33.60

n) Final trimming of villages in March by R Sanders 


          1114.80

o) Zurich (insurance renewal)






447.44

p) HMRC (Tax/NI)







          1365.94

q) BDO 2024/25 external audit






600.00

r) Metro Rod (St K toilets 20/4/26)






  78.00

s) Metro Rod (NC toilets 23/4/26)






  90.00

t) SWW (NC toilets)








416.79

u) Graham Pascoe (plumbing NC)






  35.00 (paid)

v) Nick Street (new light NC







157.75 (paid)

w) Charity Car Park rates (Lwr NC)






  72.04 (paid)

24. Any other business (for information only)
Following on from the APM a member questioned whether Porthoustock Beach Committee were being proactive about moving boats and not checking owners.

Roskillys request for help with providing a defibrillator on site – this would be put on the next agenda.

Delivery problems in this area – next agenda

St Keverne playing field problem with rubbish and bins – next agenda

Ask Cornwall Council Transport portfolio holder Cllr Dan Rogerson out to a meeting.

Tregarne Mill – moto-bike race track near public footpath. Countryside Access would be advised.

Apparently some minutes were missing from the new website. The Clerk would check.
25. The next meeting of the Council will be held on Thursday 4th June 2026 in Porthoustock Village Hall, at 7.00pm.

