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S U B J E C T   T O   C O N F I R M A T I O N

ST KEVERNE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 9th April 2026 in the United Methodist Church, St Keverne at 7.00pm.

The following Councillors were present:

	Cllr N Hobbs (Chairman)
	Cllr R Richards

	Cllr Mrs S Lyne 
	Cllr Mrs J Ludbrook

	Cllr Mrs K Dewar
	Cllr J Brocklebank

	Cllr B Sherriff
	


1. To accept apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Alicia Strickland, Helen Martin, Mark Hall-Digweed and Cornwall Cllr Rory Gow.

The Chairman expressed Council’s condolences to Cllr Helen Martin whose mother had died recently.

Cllr Mark Hall-Digweed had decided he could not continue on Council with work commitments. Thanks for all his help whilst a member and chair were extended to him.
2. Members to declare disclosable pecuniary and prejudicial interests (including details thereof) in respect of any item on this agenda and any dispensations thereon previously granted or requested now
There were no declarations.
3. To receive Cornwall Council report
 Cornwall Council Report – St Keverne Parish Council – April 2026 
I hope you are all well now that we are well and truly into Spring. Please find attached my most recent report from Cornwall Council. I apologise that I am unable to attend in person tonight. 
Weed-Killing Programme 
Cornwall Council’s Cabinet has recently agreed to instruct Cornwall Highways and Environment Services to begin a new programme of weed treatment and improvements to the public realm across Cornwall. This follows evidence that standards have declined since routine weed management ceased in 2013, leading to increasing complaints, narrowing footways, surface deterioration, and a general sense that community pride has been affected.
Cormac has been directed to undertake a series of measures across the adopted highway network. These include targeted manual and mechanical weed removal on the worst‑affected estates (one within each Community Area Partnership) and limited, carefully controlled chemical treatment on urban highway networks where weeds are present. Modern Controlled Droplet Application methods will be used to minimise both the quantity of herbicide and the area affected. Alongside this, there will be improvements to amenity and environmental areas, including enhanced cutting regimes and better management of urban verges. The programme also emphasises partnership working with local councils and community volunteers to support pride in place. This directive applies only to Cornwall Council maintained land and does not extend to private areas or those maintained through the waste contract. The overarching aim is to restore safe, accessible streets and deliver consistent standards across Cornwall, supporting strong, clean and well‑maintained communities which reflect the pride residents have in where they live. All Cornwall Council maintained areas will be opted in by default, including all adopted urban highway areas, as was the case in 2013. However, Town and Parish Councils may opt out if they prefer to manage their own areas without chemical treatment. In doing so, they must demonstrate that they can maintain weeds to a standard which meets or exceeds Cornwall Council’s requirements and that they can protect the integrity of local assets. 

Parishes wishing to respond or submit an opt‑out form - sent out on 30th March - should return these to their Community Link Officers by 20th April. The CLOs will collate all responses and pass the information to Cornwall Highways, who will then follow up as needed.
Meshtastic & Meshcore 
At the South Kerrier Community Area Partnership meeting on 18 March, councillors were introduced to ‘Meshtastic’, an open‑source, community‑driven communication project which enables long‑range, off‑grid messaging using small LoRa radio devices. These devices automatically relay messages across a ‘mesh network’, allowing communication even when mobile signal, Wi‑Fi or internet access is unavailable. 
Meshtastic devices allow users to send and receive text messages, share basic location information, communicate entirely off‑grid, and benefit from long battery life (days, rather than hours). This creates a resilient, decentralised communications network which communities can control themselves. 

To join the network, individuals need to purchase a supported LoRa device from an independent manufacturer and install the Meshtastic firmware. 
Meshtastic is particularly useful in rural areas with limited mobile coverage, and it is valuable during power cuts or severe weather events, such as Storm Goretti. Because it operates independently of external infrastructure, communication can continue during storms, flooding, telecom failures or prolonged outages. The system can support local resilience by enabling communities to coordinate responses, share information on road conditions or hazards, and check in on vulnerable or isolated residents. Coverage can be expanded organically as additional devices are installed in households, on farms, public buildings or high points, and many rural users create small solar-powered repeaters to strengthen the network further. 
Further to Meshtastic, I recently met with the local radio amateur club at Poldhu who highlighted Meshcore, a similar network which is also being assessed by Cornwall Council’s Emergency Planning department. Either network will provide greater communications resilience if adopted, but the assessment is underway to determine which network is more appropriate for emergency communications. 
As always, I can be contacted at cllr.rory.gow@cornwall.gov.uk.
4. Public Question Time (15 minutes in total – 2 minutes each - to speak on agenda item or raise a new subject).  This is your only chance to speak unless invited to do so elsewhere by the Chairman
There were no public questions.

5. To confirm the minutes of the previous meeting
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous meeting are signed as a true and accurate record.

6. To receive the following planning applications

a) PA26/00680 Full application for the erection of 9 residential dwellings, land at Coverack off the B3294 Coverack, Content Homes Ltd

The pre-app was satisfactory but it was on the presumption that 5 affordable homes would be provided, which had been removed as the NPPF now allows it to be removed. Cornwall Council is short of housing stock so it will be keen to grant permission. This was originally a rural exception site but this type of action was ‘salami slicing’ to get 3 x 10 property developments instead of a 1 x 30 large development which would more likely be refused. SWW states the sewer can cope. Only 1 property on the first development – Parc Halligye – had been sold. Points 7 & 9 of the local planning policy were not being complied with. It was RESOLVED to recommend refusal on these grounds.

b) PA26/01944 Certificate of lawfulness for existing use to for a timber-framed building (cabin) and its use as a self-contained residential dwelling, The Barrow, Gwenter, Coverack, Mr Chris Bates

There was no evidence of continuous occupation and there had been breaks in occupancy. It needed to be 10 years to date. It was RESOLVED to recommend refusal of the application.
7. To receive planning decisions
There were no planning decisions received from Cornwall Council.
8. Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on this agenda
A trimmer meeting had been held and the work given to a new worker. A previous past trimmer might mentor the new worker who had not done St Keverne paths before. He was set to start immediately.
9. Correspondence

a) Cornwall Council – proposed Public Realm Improvement and Re-introduction of Weed Treatment
It was RESOLVED not to opt out of the scheme on the basis that St Keverne Parish Council might have to do it instead. The detail one area being done per CAP’ was confusing and needed clarification.
10. To receive the financial statement
Current account £692.39, saver account £74224.09 – total £74,916.48. End of year £34,916.48. Last year end of year was £29,216.00 - £5,700 better off this year, likely due to no toilets re-furbishment work this year.
11. The cheques to be signed by Councillor Mrs Lyne

12. To approve the following outstanding accounts

a) Clerk’s pay (gross)
(less pension)



     
          1157.86

b) Clerk’s expenses
(Mar)






    
    3.48

c) Cornwall Pension Fund (Apr)

       




307.54

d) UMC St Keverne (hall hire Apr)






  20.00

e) S&B Facilities Management (toilets cleaning)



          1767.00

f) Business Waste (Bin collections 20/4, 4/5)


 
              67.10

g) Flowbird (1 months airtime ticket machine)
            
  
  
  12.60 

h) Flowbird (105 gateway transactions)




   
  20.16

i) Metro Rod (St K men’s - again)






  78.00

j) Defib Store (battery for surgery defib)





153.60

k) Complete (janitorial)







181.82

l) R H Signs (charity car park signs)




          1253.40

m) ICO registration renewal







  52.00 (paid)

13. Any other business (for information only)
Meadow Lane had been closed ever since storm Goretti due to a fallen tree root having gouged out the road. Cormac would be asked for an update on when it would be repaired.

Water leak outside former PO, St Keverne Square and another at the church lychgate. SWW would be advised.

Lambeage Hall was back in use with activities taking place. Do they have funds to finish the Battery? An update would be added to the next agenda.

The works to Coverack sea wall had split the village in two, with rumours that the work may continue through the whole summer. Cormac would be asked about progress and to give regular updates, plus have a site meeting with the Chairman and a Coverack member to discuss issues.
Disabled driver badge holders parking adjacent to the new green in Coverack were causing problems for buses turning around. It was agreed that Coverack members would hold a site meeting to discuss options for disabled parking in the car park. 

 Rates on NC car park increased from £0 to £800
Under the new rating system NC car park rates had changed and concessions seem to have been removed. The Clerk was currently investigating and trying to get discounts re-instated.
14. The next meeting of the Council (AGM) will be held in United Methodist Church St Keverne on Thursday 7th May 2026 at 7.00pm.
